The European Convention on Human Rights is being applied to military operations of every kind from internal operations in Russia and Turkey, to international armed conflicts in Iraq, Ukraine and elsewhere. This book exposes the challenge that this development presents to the integrity and universality of Convention rights. Can States realistically investigate all instances where life is lost during military operations? Can the Convention offer the same level of protection to soldiers in combat as it does its citizens at home? How can we reconcile the application of the Convention with other international law applicable to military operations? This book offers detailed analysis of how the Convention applies to military operations of all kinds. It highlights the creeping relativism of the standards applied by the European Court of Human Rights to military operations and offers guidance on how to interpret and apply the Convention to military operations.
Table of Cases xv
The dissertation evolved over time and with plenty of assistance into a book. I am incredibly lucky to have crossed paths with some extremely talented and supportive friends and colleagues. Sarah Worthington provided sage advice and assistance with developing the book proposal. Hayley Hooper has been an indispensable consultant on all things book related and a valued friend. Conall Mallory has worked on several projects with me over the past few years with good humour and patience. I am immensely grateful for his input on earlier drafts and his help in refining my ideas. I am also grateful to the Shucksmith-Wesleys and Colm McGrath for their extensive moral and academic support over the past years. I should also thank the multifarious anonymous reviewers who have provided input on parts of this work over the years -it may well have been helpful. xii At Cambridge University Press, I would like to thank Tom Randall, Priyaa Menon, Laura Blake and the project management staff at CUP who provided helpful guidance throughout the writing process. The comments of the anonymous reviewers for Cambridge University Press also enhanced the book immensely. Any remaining errors are my responsibility. Having married me, she understands the difficulties of speculative long-term projects more than most. So much more than just a loyal companion, she has proofread, encouraged, cajoled and consoled. She has restored my self-belief and determination when they waned and stood by my side along each step of this path. I could never have done this without her. 
